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Tweenies and Preschool 
Lesson 1: An Angel visits Mary 

 
Aim:  For the children to learn that God sent Jesus to earth because He had a plan to 
become friends with people again.  He wanted to show people how much He loved 
them and how to love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become 
friends with Him again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
 
Bible:  Luke 1:26-38 
 
 
Getting Started:  Find the Angels 
Need:  8 paper angels 
 
Do:  Before the lesson print the angels onto card and cut them up. Hide 7 angels in the 
class, or in a specific area outside.  Once all the children are in the room, ask them to sit 
quietly while you tell them what to do.  Use the 1 paper angel left over to show them 
what the angel looks like 
 
Say:  Today’s story is about an angel, and a very special lady.   
Does anybody know what an angel is?   
An angel is not a person.  They live in heaven with God, and they are God’s special 
messengers.   
Here is a picture of what an angel might look like.  I have hidden 7 of these angels in the 
room/outside.  When I say so, I want each of you to try and find 1 angel.  Once you’ve 
found an angel, come and bring it to me.   
 
 
Getting There:  An Angel visits Mary 
Need: Mary wooden spoon puppet, plastic table to work behind, or dress up clothes for 
Mary and Gabriel, Beginner’s Bible page 266-270 
 
Do:  If you are going to use a puppet, place a plastic table on its side so that you have 
something to ‘hide’ your hand behind.  Ask the children to sit down in front of you. Use 
the puppet to tell the story.   
If you decide to use two children to dress up as Mary and Gabriel, help them to put on 
the dress up clothes.  Give them clues of how they should react in the different parts of 
the story. Adapt the story so that Gabriel has something to ‘say’ and do.  Guide Mary 
and Gabriel to repeat easy sentences, or react to what is being said.   
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Say:  Children, today we have a very special visitor.  She lived a long, long time ago.  Her 
story is in the Bible.  God gave her a very special job to do.  She was Jesus’ mommy.  Do 
you want to hear what she has to tell us? 
 
Hi! My name is Mary. I want to tell you what happened to me one very  
special day.  
I was all alone and suddenly I heard someone calling my name. I looked up  
and saw an angel. He was shining so bright. He was beautiful, but I was a little  
afraid.  
His name was Gabriel. He told me not to worry and he even knew my  
name. He told me that God had a special plan for me.  
I listened and wondered what he meant. He told me that soon, I would have  
a baby boy. It would be God’s Son. The angel even told me His name, Jesus.  
He told me exciting news that the baby would be great and do mighty  
things.  
I was not sure how all this was supposed to happen. The angel told me not  
to worry.   He reminded me that with God all things are possible.  I knew I could trust 
God.   
 
 
Getting Clever: An Angel visits Mary 
 Need: Select a picture from a picture Bible.   
 
Do:  Show the children the picture from the Bible story and ask them the questions. Ask 
them to do an action if they know the answer.  Demonstrate the action as you say it. 
Don’t choose the first person who responds – wait for a few of them to respond.  
 
Say:   

• Touch your toes if you can tell me the name of the lady in today’s story. 
• Put your hands on your head if you can tell me who visited her. 
• Cover your mouth if you think that Mary was frightened when she saw the angel. 
• Put your hands behind your ears if you can tell me what the angel said to Mary.  
• Jump up if you can tell me what the baby’s name was going to be.  

 
 
Get Moving:  Act it Out 
Need: Beginner’s Bible page 266-270 
 
Do:  Help each child to find a partner. Read the story from the Bible and encourage the 
right children to do specific actions eg Mary was scared.   
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Say:  Let’s act out the story that we heard today.  I want everybody to find a partner to 
work with.  One person will pretend to be the angel, and the other person will pretend to 
be Mary.  I will tell the story, and we’ll help you to do the actions.  Listen carefully! 
If the children really enjoy doing the activity, then let them swap characters and retell 
the story. 
 
 
Getting Talkative:  I can trust God because He has a plan 
Need:  laminated Bible picture 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle so that they can see the picture. 
 
Say:  Who can tell me who Jesus is?  Why was Jesus born as a baby?  What did He 
come to earth for?  Why didn’t He stay in Heaven with God? 
God sent Jesus to earth because God had a plan to become friends with people again.  
He wanted to show people how much He loved them.  He wanted to show them how to 
love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become friends with Him 
again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
 
 
Get Singing:  Jesus loves Me 
Do:  Ask the children to find their own space to work in.  Do the actions while you sing 
the song. 
 
Say:  We are going to sing a song together.  I’m sure many of you know it.  Do the 
actions and sing along.   
 
Jesus loves me!    (fold arms over chest with hands on opposite shoulders) 
This I know,     (point to head) 
For the Bible tells me so;  (hold out hands to make book) 
Little ones to Him belong, (hold hand next to side to show height) 
They are weak    (hands at sides and shoulders bent forward) 
but He is strong                         (show muscles) 
Chorus: 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  (nod, point to sky, fold arms over chest) 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so.  (hold out hands to make book) 
 
 
 
 



 5 

Get Praying 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle 
 
Say:  We can trust God because He has a plan.  God loves us so much that He sent 
Jesus, so that we can be friends with Him again.  Let’s say thank You to God for sending 
Jesus.  I will start.  Let’s all have a turn to pray, and at the end I will say Amen.   
 
 
Get Creative:  Make an Angel 
Need per child:  1 worksheet; 2 quarter circles; stickers/stars to decorate; half straws, 
stapler, tape. 
 
Do:  Give each child a worksheet and stickers and stars to decorate.  Help children fold 
the worksheet into a cone, and glue/staple.  Place half a straw through the dress and 
tape to the back of the head to keep the angel standing up. Give each child 2 quarter 
circles.  Help children glue one on each side of the cone as wings.   
 
Say:  We are going to make an angel.  I am going to give you each a worksheet.  This is 
going to be your angel’s body and face.  I want you to colour it in and then use the 
stickers and crayons to decorate the body.  When you’ve finished decorating, I’ll help 
you fold the circle into a body.  Then I’ll help you put a straw behind the angel’s head to 
keep the body upright.  Now I’m going to give you two quarter circles.  This is going to 
be the angel’s wings.  Use the glitter to decorate the wings.  When you have finished 
decorating them, I’ll help you to glue them onto the body.  Now your angel is finished!  
Take it home and tell your family what the angel did in today’s story from the Bible! 
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Tweenies and Preschool  
Lesson 2: Baby Jesus is born in Bethlehem 

 
 
Aim:  For the children to learn that God sent Jesus to earth because He had a plan to 
become friends with people again.  He wanted to show people how much He loved 
them and how to love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become 
friends with Him again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
 
Bible:  Luke 2:1-7 
 
 
Getting Started:  Travelling 
Do:  Ask the children to find their own space to work in. 
 
Say:  Let’s pretend to go on a long journey.  But instead of just walking, let’s find different 
ways to move around.  Let’s all start by walking on our journey.  Now let’s all: 

o crawl 
o walk backwards 
o jump with two feet together 
o walk on your knees 
o slide on your tummy 

Now let’s all sit in our circle ready for our Bible story.  In today’s story Mary and Joseph 
have to travel very far.   
 
 
Getting There:  Baby Jesus is Born 
Need:  Beginner’s Bible page 271-276 or download the story planner and the pictures 
from https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/ls-jesus-born/ 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle.  Use the Bible to show the pictures while you tell 
the story in your own words. If you are using the story planner and pictures, prepare the 
pictures so that the correct section of the story is on the back of the picture to guide 
you.  Try to tell the story rather than read it.  
 
Say:  Today’s story is about Jesus being born.  I want you to listen carefully so that you 
can answer my questions afterwards.   
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Getting Clever: Baby Jesus is Born 
 Need: picture from the story 
 
Do:  Show the children the picture from the Bible story and ask them the questions. Ask 
them to do an action if they know the answer.  Demonstrate the action as you say it. 
Don’t choose the first person who responds – wait for a few of them to respond.  
 
Say:   

• Run on the spot if you can tell me where Mary and Joseph had to travel to?  
• Pretend to sleep if you can tell me why they couldn’t they find a room to sleep in 

in Bethlehem? 
• Pretend to hold a baby if you can tell me the place that Jesus was born.  Was it a 

hospital?  
• Hug yourself tightly if you can tell me where Mary put Jesus after she wrapped 

Him up warmly. 
 
  
Get Moving:  Barn Animals  
Do:  Ask the children to find a space to move in. 
 
Say: There were lots of different animals in the barn where Jesus was born.  Let’s think 
of which animals were there and pretend to be them.  (Do movements and make 
noises) 

• Cow 
• Cat 
• Sheep 
• Chicken 
• Donkey 
• Mouse 

 
 
Getting Talkative:  Baby Jesus is Born 
Need:  picture from the story 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle so that they can see the picture. 
 
Say:  Who can tell me who Jesus is?  Why was Jesus born as a baby?  What did He 
come to earth for?  Why didn’t He stay in Heaven with God? 
God sent Jesus to earth because God had a plan to become friends with people again.  
He wanted to show people how much He loved them.  He wanted to show them how to 
love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become friends with Him 
again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
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Get Singing:  One Night in Bethlehem 
Do:  Ask the children to sit on the mat in front of you 
 
Say:  We’re going to learn a finger rhyme together.  I’ll say the rhyme, and you can do 
the actions with me.   
 
One night in Bethlehem, 
Mary and Joseph slept on the hay. (Rest head in hands.) 
The cows said 'Moo,' and the donkeys said, 'Neigh.' (Make sounds like the animals.) 
Then baby Jesus was born for all. (Outstretch arms.) 
He was a baby, so tiny and small. (Cradle arms as if holding a tiny baby.) 
Angels sang, 'Jesus is born tonight!' (Cup hands around mouth as if shouting.) 
Shepherds hurried to see the great sight. (Place hand over eyes as if seeking.) 
Mary rocked baby Jesus so new. (Rock baby.) 
He was born for me and for you.(Point to self, then others.) 
 
 
Get Praying 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle 
 
Say:  We can trust God because He is always with us, and He has a plan.  Let’s pray 
together. 
Allow the Holy Spirit to lead you in a time of prayer. 
 
 
Get Creative:  Baby Jesus in a Manger 
Need:  cut out star and baby for each child, prepared paper bags, raffia, glue, stapler 
 
Do:  Place the raffia in the middle of the table.  Give each child a pre-cut paper bag to 
fill with raffia.  Give each child a picture of the baby and star to colour.  Once they have 
coloured in the baby and put him onto the raffia, staple the star onto the top of the 
bag. 
 
Say:  We are going to make a model of baby Jesus in a manger.  You each have a 
brown paper bag.  That is the manger. I want you to carefully open your bag and fill it 
with the raffia that is in the middle of the table.  That is the straw for baby Jesus to lie 
on.  Now I want you to colour baby Jesus in.  When you have finished, carefully put 
baby Jesus onto the straw in the manger.  I will come and staple the star to the top of 
the manger.  Take your baby Jesus home to show your family.  You can tell them the 
story of how Jesus was born in the manger. 
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  Aim for something like this. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Jesus was born in Bethlehem Luke 2:1-7

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free
from www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote, JPEG or PDF
formats.  This  Story  Planner  shows  what  is  happening  in  each
scene. Read the account from the Bible and then plan how you will
tell the story. There is a space for your notes. You can delete any
images/slides you don’t require and add your own as needed.

Description Image My notes

1 Many years ago God
said that the Saviour of
the world would be born
in the town of
Bethlehem.

2 Joseph the Carpenter
lived in the town of
Nazareth. One night God
sent the angel Gabriel to
tell him that the baby
Mary was expecting was
the promised Son of God
and he was to marry
Mary and take care of
her and the baby.

3 The emperor Augustus
wanted more tax
money. He made a new
law that everyone was
to go to the town their
ancestors came from to
put their names on a list,
so Joseph the Carpenter
had to go to Bethlehem.



4 ‘My ancestor David
came from Bethlehem,’
Joseph told Mary, ‘so I
must go there to put my
name on the tax list.
Even though your baby
will be born soon you
will have to come with
me, because God wants
me to look after you.’

5 It took about three days
to get to Bethlehem and
Mary rode on the back of
the donkey. It was a
bumpy ride and Mary
would have been very
tired and very
uncomfortable.

6 So many people had
come to put their name
on the list at Bethlehem
that there was nowhere
for Mary and Joseph to
stay, except a smelly
stable that animals slept
in.

7 That night baby Jesus,
the promised Saviour,
was born in a stable in
Bethlehem. A very bright
star appeared in the sky
right above the place
where He was born.

8 Joseph and Mary called
the baby Jesus, just like
the angel Gabriel had
told them. They
wrapped Him in a soft
linen cloth and made
Him a bed in a manger
box of hay.
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This is for week 5 only
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Tweenies and Preschool 
Lesson 3: The Shepherds visit Jesus 

 
Aim:  For the children to learn that God sent Jesus to earth because He had a plan to 
become friends with people again.  He wanted to show people how much He loved 
them and how to love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become 
friends with Him again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
 
Bible:  Luke 2:8-20 
 
 
Getting Started:  Puzzles! 
Need:  puzzle pieces 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle.  Place the puzzle pieces upside down.  Each child 
gets a turn to choose a piece but may only use the piece if it can be added to the 
puzzle.  If it is not the next piece that can be added to the puzzle piece/s that is already 
there, then it must be turned upside down again.   
 
Say:  We are going to build a puzzle together.  I am going to turn over the first piece.  
Each person will get a chance to turn over a piece of the puzzle.  If it does not fit onto 
the picture that we already have, then you need to turn in over again, and put it down.  
If it does fit onto the picture, then add it to the picture.  Then the next person will get a 
chance to choose a piece.   
That was quite confusing.  We couldn’t always see what was going on.  Today’s Bible 
story also starts off with the people in it being a little confused. 
 
 
Getting There:  The Shepherds Visit Jesus 
Need: Beginner’s Bible page 277-281 or download the story and pictures from 
https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/christmas-shepherds/ 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle.  Use the Bible to show the pictures while you tell 
the story in your own words. If you are using the story planner and pictures, prepare the 
pictures so that the correct section of the story is on the back of the picture to guide 
you.  Try to tell the story rather than read it.  
 
Say:  Today’s story is about a group of shepherds who were looking after their sheep.  
Something strange happened to them.  At first they were very confused, and quite 
scared, but it all turned out well.  Listen carefully while I tell you the story. 
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Getting Clever: The Shepherds Visit Jesus 
 Need: picture from the story 
 
Do:  Show the children the picture from the Bible story and ask them the questions. 
 
Say:  You are going to pretend to be little sheep, just like the sheep that the shepherds 
were looking after.  But these little sheep are going to answer questions about the story. 
Let’s stand on our arms and knees, as if we are sheep.  

• Little sheep, wiggle your tails if you can tell me what the shepherds were doing. 
• Little sheep, nod your heads if you can tell me what the shepherds saw in the sky. 
• Little sheep, lie down if you can tell me what the angel said to the shepherds. 
• Little sheep, turn around in circles if you can tell me where the shepherds found 

Jesus.  
 
 
Get Moving:  One night in Bethlehem 
Do:  Ask the children to sit on the mat in front of you.  Do the actions as you say the 
rhyme. 
 
Say:  We’re going to learn a finger rhyme together.  I’ll say the rhyme, and you can do 
the actions with me.   
 
One night in Bethlehem, 
Mary and Joseph slept on the hay. (Rest head in hands.) 
The cows said ‘Moo,’ and the donkeys said, ‘Neigh.’ (Make sounds like the animals.) 
Then baby Jesus was born for all. (Outstretch arms.) 
He was a baby, so tiny and small. (Cradle arms as if holding a tiny baby.) 
Angels sang, ‘Jesus is born tonight!’ (Cup hands around mouth as if shouting.) 
Shepherds hurried to see the great sight. (Place hand over eyes as if seeking.) 
Mary rocked baby Jesus so new. (Rock baby.) 
He was born for me and for you.(Point to self, then others.) 
 
 
Getting Talkative:  Shepherds visit Jesus 
Need:  picture from Bible story 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle so that they can see the picture. 
 
Say:  The Shepherds were very surprised when they saw the angel and the bright light.  
The Angel came to tell them that Jesus had been born.  The Shepherds left everything 
and went to find Jesus.  Once they had seen Jesus, they told everybody that they saw 
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about Jesus.  God had a plan to tell everybody about Jesus.  God has a plan for us to 
tell others about Jesus too. 
God sent Jesus to earth because God had a plan to become friends with people again.  
He wanted to show people how much He loved them.  He wanted to show them how to 
love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become friends with Him 
again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
 
 
Get Singing:  One night in Bethlehem 
Do:  Ask the children to sit on the mat in front of you 
 
Say:  Let’s say our finger rhyme together again.  I’ll say the rhyme and you can do the 
actions with me.   
 
One night in Bethlehem, 
Mary and Joseph slept on the hay. (Rest head in hands.) 
The cows said ‘Moo,’ and the donkeys said, ‘Neigh.’ (Make sounds like the animals.) 
Then baby Jesus was born for all. (Outstretch arms.) 
He was a baby, so tiny and small. (Cradle arms as if holding a tiny baby.) 
Angels sang, ‘Jesus is born tonight!’ (Cup hands around mouth as if shouting.) 
Shepherds hurried to see the great sight. (Place hand over eyes as if seeking.) 
Mary rocked baby Jesus so new. (Rock baby.) 
He was born for me and for you.(Point to self, then others.) 
 
 
Get Praying 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle 
 
Say:  We can trust God because He has a plan for us.  Let’s pray together.  I will say 
something, and then you copy what I’ve said. 
Thank You God 
That we can trust YOU. 
Thank You that You  
Have a plan for us! 
Amen 
 
 
Get Creative:  The Shepherds 
Need:  worksheet, star stickers, dark blue sheet of paper for each child, scissors 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit at the tables.  Give each child a dark blue piece of paper and 
a worksheet.  Place the stars in the middle of the table.   
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Say:  We are going to make a picture about today’s Bible story.  I am going to give you 
each a dark piece of paper and a picture to colour.  I want you to start by colouring in 
the picture.  Then cut out the different parts of the picture.  I will help you.  Glue the 
shepherds onto the bottom of the blue piece of paper.  Glue the angel at the top.  Use 
the stars on the table and stick them in the sky.  Remember to use your picture to tell 
your family all about what we learnt today! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shepherds hear of the birth of Jesus Luke 2:8-20

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free
from www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote, JPEG or PDF
formats.  This  Story  Planner  shows  what  is  happening  in  each
scene. Read the account from the Bible and then plan how you will
tell the story. There is a space for your notes. You can delete any
images/slides you don’t require and add your own as needed.

Description Image My notes

Luke 2:8-20

1 Mary gave birth to Jesus
in the stable of an inn
and wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes and
laid Him in a manger.

2 There were shepherds
living out in the fields
near by, keeping watch
over their flocks at
night. Suddenly an angel
appeared.

3 The glory of the Lord
shone around them, and
they were terrified. 



4 The angel said to them,
‘Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will
cause great joy for
everyone. Today in the
town of David, a Saviour
has been born to you.
He is Christ, the
Lord. You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.’

5 Suddenly a great
company of the
heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising
God and saying,  ‘Glory
to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom
His favour rests.’

6 When this great army of
angels had returned to
heaven, the shepherds
said to each other,
‘Come on! Let’s go to
Bethlehem! Let’s see
this wonderful thing the
Lord has told us about.’

7 They ran to Bethlehem
and found Mary and
Joseph. And there was
the baby, lying in the
manger. 

8 The shepherds told
everyone what the angel
had said to them about
this child. All who heard
the shepherds’ story
were astonished. Mary
quietly treasured these
things in her heart and
often thought about
them.



9 Then the shepherds
went back again to their
fields praising God for
the visit of the angels,
and because they had
seen the child, the angel
had told them about.
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Dark blue paper (for the night sky)
White or yellow paint (optional for splattering stars)
Star stickers, chalk, or crayons (alternative for stars)

Shepherds, Angels and verse template
Scissors
Glue

What you need:

Shepherd Night Scene

What to do:

Colour and cut out the shepherds
and Bible verse from the template.

Create a night sky on the blue
paper by splattering paint or using
stickers, chalk, or crayons for

stars.

Glue the shepherds and verse onto
the night sky to complete your

scene.
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Tweenies and Preschool 
Lesson 4: Simeon and Anna meet baby Jesus 

 
Aim:  For the children to learn that God sent Jesus to earth because He had a plan to 
become friends with people again.  He wanted to show people how much He loved 
them and how to love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become 
friends with Him again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
 
Bible:  Luke 2:25-38 
 
 
Getting Started:  Guess 
Need:  an apple/banana inside a pillow slip, knife, plate to cut on 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle.  Have the pillow slip ready to pass around.  After 
the activity, cut up the fruit and pass around. 
 
Say:  We are going to play a guessing game.  I am going to pass around this bag.  It 
has something inside.  I want you to try and feel what it is, but don’t tell anybody what 
you think it is.  When everybody has had a turn to feel, then we’ll take it out the bag and 
see who was right. 
Who guessed correctly?  How do we know that this is a banana/apple?  We can feel 
that it is, and we can see that it is.  Let’s smell it now (pass it around circle for 
everybody to smell).  Does it smell like a banana/apple?  Let’s cut it up and taste it to 
make sure (cut it up and give everybody a taste). Does it taste like a banana/apple?  
Then it must be a banana/apple.   
In today’s story two people meet Jesus for the first time.  They had been waiting to 
meet God’s Son for a very long time.  When they saw Jesus, they knew that He really 
was God’s Son.  They knew that He was real, and that He was part of God’s plan.   
 
 
Getting There:  Simeon and Anna Meet Baby Jesus 
Need:  Beginner’s Bible page 282-285 or download the story and pictures from 

https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/ls-simeon-anna/ 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle.  Use the Bible to show the pictures while you tell 
the story in your own words. If you are using the story planner and pictures, prepare the 
pictures so that the correct section of the story is on the back of the picture to guide 
you.  Try to tell the story rather than read it.  
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Say:  Today’s story is about Jesus’ first visit to the Temple, and the special people that 
met Him.  I want you to listen carefully so that you can answer my questions 
afterwards.   
 
 
Getting Clever: Simeon and Anna Meet Baby Jesus 
 Need: picture from the story 
 
Do:  Show the children the picture from the Bible story and ask them the questions. Ask 
them to do an action if they know the answer.  Demonstrate the action as you say it. 
Don’t choose the first person who responds – wait for a few of them to respond.  
 
Say:   

• Put your hands in the air if you can tell me where Mary and Joseph took Jesus. 
What was the special place called? 

• Wiggle your fingers if you can tell me how old Jesus was when He visited the 
Temple. 

• Pat your knees if you can tell me how Simeon felt while he was holding Jesus? 
• Touch your toes if you can tell me the name of the old lady who was in the 

Temple, waiting to meet baby Jesus.  
  
 
Get Moving:  Jump! 
Need: masking tape 
 
Do:  Use the masking tape to make a line long enough for all the children to stand on.  
Start by all standing on the line.   
 
Say: We are going to play a game.  I want everybody to stand on the line.  If I say 
“Anna”, then you need to jump in front of the line.  If I say “Simeon”, you need to jump 
behind the line.  Listen carefully! 
 
 
Getting Talkative:  Simeon and Anna Meet Baby Jesus 
Need:  laminated Bible picture 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle so that they can see the picture. 
 
Say:  Simeon and Anna had been waiting a long time to meet God’s Son.  They believed 
God when He said that He had a plan, and they believed God when He said that He was 
sending His Son.  They knew Jesus really was God’s Son.  They were so happy to meet 
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Jesus.  They knew that Jesus was God’s plan to become friends with people again.  
God loves us and He wants to be our friend. 
 
 
Get Singing: Oh, so long 
Do:  Ask the children to sit on the mat in front of you.  Sing the song to the tune of 
‘London Bridge’. If you don’t know the tune, you can find it at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-Y7Qi3fMs0&list=RD0-Y7Qi3fMs0&start_radio=1 
 
Say:  We’re going to learn a song.  Do the actions with me and sing along if you know 
the tune. 
 
I have waited oh, so long,   (Put hands under chin as if bored of waiting) 
oh, so long, oh, so long.    
I have waited oh, so long  
to see the Baby Jesus.   (Rock a baby in arms) 
I have waited oh, so long,   (Put hands under chin as if bored of waiting) 
oh, so long, oh, so long.  
The Lord has kept His promise to 
send His Son, Jesus.    (Rock a baby in arms) 
 
 
Get Praying 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle 
 
Say:  We can trust God because He has a plan for us.  We know that Jesus really is 
God’s son, just like Anna and Simeon knew. Let’s pray together.  I will say something, 
and then you copy what I’ve said. 
Thank You God 
For sending Jesus  
Thank You God  
That Jesus really is 
Your Son. 
Thank You God 
That I can be 
Your friend.    
Amen. 
 
 
Get Creative:  Baby Jesus 
Need:  worksheet for each child, scissors, glue 
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Do:  Ask the children to sit at the table.  Give each child a worksheet to colour. Make 
scissors available for everyone.  
 
Say:  I am going to give each of you a picture of today’s story.  I want you to colour it in.  
Then I want you to cut around the solid lines and fold on the dotted lines.  Glue the two 
parts down to make the picture of Anna holding Jesus. Remember to use it to tell your 
family all about today’s Bible story! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



When Jesus was 8 days old Luke 2:22-40

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free
from www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote, JPEG or PDF
formats.  This  Story  Planner  shows  what  is  happening  in  each
scene. Read the account from the Bible and then plan how you will
tell the story. There is a space for your notes. You can delete any
images/slides you don’t require and add your own as needed.

Description Image My notes

1 Young babies are often
taken to church so their
parents can thank God
for them and ask Him to
care for them. This is
what happened when
Mary and Joseph took
Jesus to the Temple
when He was a very
young baby.

2 When baby Jesus was
eight days old Joseph
and Mary took him to
the temple at Jerusalem
to dedicate His life to
God, just as it is written
in the law God gave to
Moses.

3 At the temple in
Jerusalem was a man of
God called Simeon, who
was 84 years old. The
Spirit of God had
promised him that he
would be alive to see the
Saviour God was
sending to the world.



4 Simeon prayed and
waited for many years
and he was now a very
old man.
When Simeon saw baby
Jesus, God’s Holy Spirit
told him that this Baby
was the promised one!
This baby was the
Saviour he had been
waiting to see.

5 He asked Joseph and
Mary if he could hold the
baby. Then Simeon’s
heart was filled with joy
and he praised and
thanked God that his
prayers had been
answered!

6 Lord,’ he said, ‘now I can
die in peace! For I have
seen the Saviour you
have given the world,
just as you promised me
I would. He is the Light
that will shine upon the
nations, and He will be
the glory of your people
Israel!’

7 Joseph and Mary were
amazed to hear these
things. Then Simeon told
Mary, ‘Many things will
happen to your son that
will make you very sad,
but God knows those
who believe and follow
Him.’

8 Anna, a very old widow
woman, was also in the
temple. She told Joseph
and Mary that God’s
Spirit had shown her
that Jesus was the
promised Saviour too.
Mary kept these words
from God in her heart.



9



Cut on the solid lines.  Fold on the dotted lines. 
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Tweenies and Preschool 
Lesson 5: Wise Men visit Jesus 

 
Aim:  For the children to learn that God sent Jesus to earth because He had a plan to 
become friends with people again.  He wanted to show people how much He loved 
them and how to love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become 
friends with Him again.  We can trust God because He has a plan. 
 
Bible:  Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 
Getting Started:  Find the Star 
Need:  12 stars 
 
Do:  Before the lesson starts, hide all the stars except 1 around the room.  If the weather 
is good, then you could hide them outside.   
 
Say:  I have hidden 8 (or more) stars around the room/outside.  They look like this 
(show star).  Let’s work together and see how quickly we can find them all.  When you 
find a star, bring it to me.   
 
 
Getting There:  The Wise Men visit Jesus 
Need: Beginner’s Bible page 286 – 290 or download the story and pictures from 
https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/wb-wise-men/ 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle.  Use the Bible to show the pictures while you tell 
the story in your own words. If you are using the story planner and pictures, prepare the 
pictures so that the correct section of the story is on the back of the picture to guide 
you.  Try to tell the story rather than read it.  
 
Say:  Today’s story is about Wise men visiting Jesus.  They followed a special star that 
led them to where Jesus was.  When they met Jesus, He wasn’t a tiny baby anymore.  
He was probably about two years old. I want you to listen carefully so that you can 
answer my questions afterwards.   
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Getting Clever: The Wise Men visit Jesus 
 Need: picture from the story 
 
Do:  Show the children the picture from the Bible story and ask them the questions. Ask 
them to do an action if they know the answer.  Demonstrate the action as you say it. 
Don’t choose the first person who responds – wait for a few of them to respond.  
 
Say:   

• Touch your nose if you can tell me the special sign that the Wise men saw in the 
sky. 

• Touch your shoulders if you can tell me what mean King Herod try to do to the 
wise men. 

• Touch your toes if you can tell me what the Wise men gave to Jesus? 
• Touch your tummy if you can tell me what the angel told the wise men in a 

dream. 
  
 
Get Moving:  Follow that Star! 
Need: 12 stars, gift to share 
 
Do:  Before class starts, use the stars to make a ‘trail’ outside (think Hansel and Gretel 
and the breadcrumbs).  At the end of the ‘trail’, hide the gift.   
 
Say:  Today we’re going to follow our own stars to find a special gift that has been 
hidden.  We’re going to go outside and all hold hands.  We will have to look carefully for 
a star.  Then we’ll walk over to the star and try and see the next star.  If we follow all the 
stars, it will lead us to a special gift that we can share.  The wise men followed a star to 
give gifts to Jesus.  We’re going to follow the stars to get a gift that we can share. 
 
 
Getting Talkative:  The Wise Men visit Jesus 
Need:  Picture from Bible story 
 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle so that they can see the picture. 
 
Say:  God had a special plan to show the wise men where Jesus was.  He put a star in 
the sky to show them where Jesus was.  They knew that Jesus was somebody very 
special.  Where is Jesus now? 
The wise men took gifts to Jesus because He was important.  Jesus is God’s gift to us.   
God sent Jesus to earth because God had a plan to become friends with people again.  
He wanted to show people how much He loved them.  He wanted to show them how to 
love each other.  He wanted to make a way for people to become friends with Him 
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again.  The Wise Men knew that Jesus was part of God’s plan.  We can trust God 
because He has a plan. 
 
 
Get Singing: The Wise Men came to Jesus 
Do:  Ask the children to sit on the mat in front of you.  Sing this song to the tune of “We 
wish you a Merry Christmas.” 
 
Say:  We’re going to sing a song.  Do the actions with me.   
 
The wise men came to Jesus,    (make a ‘come here’ motion with your arm) 
The wise men came to Jesus,  
The wise men came to Jesus,  
And gave Him three gifts.    (hold up 3 fingers) 
Let’s thank God for sending Jesus,   (make a cradle with your arms and  
Let’s thank God for sending Jesus,     rock baby Jesus) 
Let’s thank God for sending Jesus,  
At this special time.  
 
 
Get Praying 
Do:  Ask the children to sit in a circle 
 
Say:  We can trust God because He has a plan for us.  Let’s pray together.  I will say 
something, and then you copy what I’ve said. 
Thank You God 
For sending Jesus  
As my special gift 
Thank You, God 
That I can be 
Your friend 
Amen. 
 
 
Get Creative:  Wise Men bring Gifts 
Need:  prepared worksheet for each child 
 
Prep before the time: 
Make copies onto light weight card stock or heavy paper. (You can use regular paper, 
but it will be a little flimsy and hard to stand). Teacher cuts along solid lines around 
the gift that the wise man is holding.  that are by the fold lines. Help children fold along 
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the dotted lines. When the page is folded, it should look as if the wise man is giving the 
gift to Jesus.  
 
Do:  Give each child a worksheet.  While they are colouring in, help the children to fold 
along the dotted lines.  The wise men should come forward, and Mary and baby Jesus 
should be in the background. 
 
Say:  We’re going to make a special stand-up picture of today’s Bible story.  I am going 
to give you a picture to colour in.  While you are busy, I will come around and help you 
to fold the picture on the dotted lines.  I will show you how to move your picture so that 
it looks like the wise man is giving a gift to Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 



The Christmas story – The Wise Men Matthew 2:1–2, 9–12

The images in this Bible story can be downloaded absolutely free
from www.freebibleimages.org in PowerPoint, Keynote, JPEG or PDF
formats.  This  Story  Planner  shows  what  is  happening  in  each
scene. Read the account from the Bible and then plan how you will
tell the story. There is a space for your notes. You can delete any
images/slides you don’t require and add your own as needed.

Description Image My notes

1 When Jesus was born in
the village of Bethlehem
in Judea …

2 … Herod was king.

3 During this time some
wise men from the east
came to Jerusalem and
said …



4 ‘Where is the child born
to be king of the Jews?
We saw His star in the
east and have come to
worship Him.’

5 And the star they had
seen in the east went on
ahead of them until it
stopped over the place
where the child was.
They were thrilled and
excited to see the star.

6 When the men went into
the house …

7 … and saw the child with
Mary, His mother, they
knelt down and
worshiped Him.

8 They took out their gifts
of gold …



9 … frankincense …

10 … and myrrh and gave
them to Him

11 Later they were warned
in a dream not to return
to Herod …

12 … and they went back
home …

13 … by another road.
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This is for week 1 only




